Copy of letter to Councillor Eric Hotson

Dear Eric,

Ref: Future usage of the Town Hall

The Liberal Democrat Group has asked me to write to you to express the Group’s views regarding future usage and retention of the Town Hall.

We fully understand the need to offset the costs of running the building and that the building should be utilised in a positive way to help cover these costs.

To this end we would suggest that the chamber continues to be hired out to appropriate organisations and individuals for special social functions.  The lower entrance vestibule could also be made available for occasional lets such as arts and cultural displays, farmers’ markets and craft fairs, and we also consider we should encourage, for a realistic fee, small entrepreneurs to display their wares for a limited period, who otherwise could not afford town centre premises.
However, we wish to emphasise that any usage should be totally in keeping with the tradition of our historic Town Hall and not in any way detract from the dignity of this iconic building.  For this reason we are totally opposed to losing direct control over any part of the Town Hall. In particular we wish to point out our concerns over the serious security issues that would ensue should any use of the entrance vestibule necessitate general public use of the toilets. For this reason we are opposed to its hire, rent or lease as a café or any similar enterprise.

I hope you will consider our comments and agree that in trying to maximise the Town Hall’s financial potential, we must not sell out our civic pride.

Your sincerely

David Pickett

Shadow Cabinet Member for Corporate Services

