Diurectorate of Development Services

Maidstone Borough Council

13, Tonbridge Road

Maidstone

Kent ME16 8HG

 

Dear sir

Re:- Planning Application reference MA/07/0216 and 0255 – Erection of building to be used by Dutton Forshaw as Regional Offices, servicing, sales and paring including new access road.

I am writing to express my concern about the above applications and the serious effect it will have on the quality of life for local residents. I object for the following reasons-

1. Local residential areas, particularly Vinters Park will suffer nuisance from vehicles under test including additional traffic, and heavy breaking. 

2. The central planning issue here relates to the Maidstone Borough-wide Local Plan site designation which refers to the user class allocation on the site for high wage, high quality and high tech development A vast car lot does not comply in any way with the Local Plan allocation.
3. This site is extremely important in landscape terms as it forms the visual foreground to the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (a national designation equivalent to a National Park). An unremarkable and utilitarian structure surrounded by a large car lot will be obtrusive in long views from the AONB and will deliver an increasingly poor visual gateway to the County Town (a specific Local Plan policy on gateways exists).
4. The glare from parked cars can be particularly obtrusive in visual terms. 
5. The extensive tract of hard surfacing proposed leaves no room to introduce or allow to mature sufficient high quality landscaping to screen and break up the visual impact of the car park and buildings or provide compensatory wildlife habitat for that lost to the development.
6. This application will generate high levels of traffic movements and growth, will have an adverse impact in drainage terms because of the extent of hard surfacing and potential for chemical pollution, will generate serious ‘sky-glow’ light pollution and gives no indication of energy efficiency/renewable energy generation/sustainable urban drainage technology.

I would ask that these points be taken into account and that the applications are refused.

David Naghi
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Borough Councillor – East Ward.

 
